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Harrogate Town AFC Disorderly Conduct Statement
We are all responsible for upholding Harrogate Town AFC’s values by ensuring others feel included and valued, championing equality and health & wellbeing, and challenging all forms of discrimination, increasing our knowledge to develop the confidence to do so. Discrimination on the grounds of sex, age, race, religion or belief, marriage or civil partnership, disability, sexual orientation, gender reassignment, pregnancy, or maternity, ethnic or national origin or political belief has no place within Harrogate Town AFC.

Disorderly Conduct means; 

(i) Conduct which stirs up or sustains, or is likely or designed to stir up or sustain, hatred or ill will against or towards a group or persons based on their membership or presumed membership of a group defined by reference to a category or against an individual who is or is presumed to be of the following categories: 

· Gender, colour, race, nationality (including citizenship) or ethnic or national origin

· Membership or presumed membership, of a religious group or of a social or cultural group with perceived religious affiliation

· Sex/Sexual orientation

· Gender Reassignment (Transgender identity) 
· Disability

· Age 
· Marriage and Civil Partnership
· Pregnancy and Maternity 
by the person or persons engaged in the Conduct to be a member of such group.

(ii) Using threatening, abusive or insulting words or conduct

(iii) Displaying any writing or other thing which is threatening, abusive or insulting, or

(iv) Using words or conduct or displaying wiring or other thing which indicates support for, or affiliation to, or celebration of, or opposition to an organisation or group proscribed in terms of the Terrorism Act 2000, and any successive or replacement legislation thereto:  

Sanctions; 

Section 9 and 10 of Harrogate Town AFC’s Ground Rules state:

9. Racial, homophobic, or discriminatory abuse, chanting or harassment is strictly forbidden and will result in arrest and/or ejection from the Ground. The Club may impose a ban for one or more Matches.

10. The following acts are offences under the Football (Offences) Act 1991 (as amended):

· 10.1 the throwing of any object within the Ground without lawful authority or excuse.

· 10.2 the chanting of anything of an indecent or racialist nature.

· 10.3 the entry onto the playing area or any adjacent area to which spectators are not generally admitted without lawful authority or excuse. Conviction may result in a Banning Order being made.

Any Person committing Disorderly conduct and/or any person who assists another or others to commit Disorderly conduct, may be subject to any, or a combination of the following; 

· Refusal of entry to the stadium 

· Removal from the stadium 

· Suspension from attending matches of Harrogate Town AFC
· Indefinite ban from attending matches of Harrogate Town AFC
· Be the subject of a report to Police and/or any prosecuting authorities which may result in possible criminal proceedings 
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